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DETAILED ACTION 

The Preliminary Amendment filed November 27, 2006 has been received. 
According to the Amendment, claims 5, 6, 42, and 47 have been amended; and new 
claims 49-64 have been added. Currently, claims 1-64 are pending in the application. 
Acknowledgment has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
mailing and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal<e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 44 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for recording the location of participants or golfers, 
does not reasonably provide enablement for maintenance the golf course. The 
specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the invention commensurate in 
scope with these claims. Note that, the specification does not disclose how the system 
is used to maintenance the golf course or locations. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 44 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 



Application/Control Number: 10/629,182 
Art Unit: 3714 



Page 3 



applicant regards as the invention. The recited maintenance system of claims 44 and 47 
renders the claims vague and indefinite since it is unclear how the system is used to 
maintenance the golf course or locations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
US 2002/0099457. 

US 2002/0099457's clearly anticipate Applicant's claims 1-49 since they are 
duplicated claims that have been published more than one year. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth In section 102 of this title, If the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-21, and 23-64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Reeves (7,121,962) in view of DeLorme et al. (6,321,158). 
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Referring to claims 19, 44-47, 63, and 64, Reeves teaclies system for creating a 
keepsal<e representing an activity involving a route having a plurality of locations, 
comprising: a recording device (Fig.1) for recording a coordinate of the locations; an 
image processing computer programmed for generating a digital image (e.g., course 
map)(5:45-6:47; 6:66-7:4) showing the locations (Figs. 1-2, 5); a link for downloading 
the coordinates of the locations to the image processing computer (2:18-28); an output 
device for generating the digital image, thereby providing the keepsake of the activity 
(Abstract and 10:55-63). Reeves does not explicitly teach a digital image capture device 
for capturing at least one image during the activity, and the digital image includes the at 
least one captured image. DeLorme et al., however teaches an integrated 
routing/mapping information comprising a portable GPS connecting to a digital image 
capture device (Fig. 1 A3) for capturing at least one image during the traveling activity to 
capture image of the traveled locations (14:9-64). It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
digital camera disclosed by DeLorme et al. to the system of Reeves to provide a 
realistic games/sports environment thus increase player's enjoyments and attracts more 
participants. Note that, regarding claims 44 and 47, the maintenance feature in the 
preamble does not have patentable weight since no limitation regarding maintenance 
has been recited. 

Referring to claims 1,17, 48, and 62, the system of Reeves and DeLorme et al. 
addressed above is capable of performing a method comprising the steps of: providing 
a participant in the activity with a recording device for recording a location coordinate of 
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the participant's location at various times during tlie activity; participating in the activity 
accompanied by the recording device; receiving personally-identifiable information of 
the participant; employing the location coordinates recorded by the recording device 
and the personally-identifiable information of the participant to produce a digital image 
comprising the personally-identifiable information of the participant and the participant's 
location at various times during the activity; capturing an image during the activity using 
a digital image capture device; and generating a keepsake of the activity comprising the 
digital image and the captured image. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the digital camera 
of DeLorme et al. to the system of Reeves to provide a realistic games/sports 
environment thus increase player's enjoyments and attracts more participants. 

Referring to claims 2 and 20, Reeves teaches recording device includes a global 
positioning system (GPS) for determining the location coordinates of the participant's 
locations (3:50-64). 

Referring to claims 3 and 21, Reeves teaches recording a respective time of the 
participant's locations during the activity using a clock; and including at least one of the 
recorded times associated with the participant's locations in the digital image (Abstract, 
lines 2-4). 

Referring to claims 5 and 23, wherein the step of receiving personally-identifiable 
information (or means thereto) comprises capturing an image of the participant; and 
including the captured image of the participant in the digital image, it would have been 
obvious to incorporate photo of the player or participant into the game using the camera 
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of DeLorme et al. to enhance user friendly game interface, e.g., personalize the game, 
and further, make it easier to identify the player. 

Referring to claims 6 and 39, Reeves teaches receiving personally-identifiable 
information including collecting the participant's name (6:1-15; Fig.1, numeral 6). 

Referring to claims 7-9, 16, 24-26, 32, and 36, Reeves teaches the digital image 
includes alphanumeric information or icon information relating to the activity (Figs. 1 , 4a, 
4b, 5); manual input to a processing computer (35-37); electronically uploading the 
alphanumeric information to a processing center (2:38-42). 

Referring to claims 10-15, 18, 27-31, 33, 34, 46, 49-51, 55-57, Reeves teaches 
the activity is at least one hole of golf, and the participant's locations represents a path 
of a golf ball hit by the participant (Fig.5); the digital image includes a realistic image of 
a terrain traversed by the participant (Fig.5); the digital image includes a topographical 
map of a terrain traversed by the participant (Fig.5); the digital image includes an aerial 
view of a terrain traversed by the participant (Fig. 5); generating text describing the 
activity; and compositing the text with the image of the route and the personally- 
identifiable information of the participant (Figs. 1, 4a, 4b, 5); generating, in the digital 
image, a representation of the route taken by the participant during the activity by 
graphically connecting the participant's locations at various times during the activity 
(Fig.5); generating a keepsake of the activity is accomplished by making a print of the 
digital image (10:58-63); the graphical connection of the participant's locations is 
accomplished by lines, dots, or a combination thereof (Fig. 5). 
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Referring to claims 52-54, winerein the captured images is a video image, since it 
is well known that digital camera can capture video, it would have been obvious to 
utilize video instead of still pictures to produce a more lively and enjoyable user 
interface. 

Referring to claim 60, the system of Reeves and DeLorme et al. addressed 
above is capable of capturing image and transferring live to the processing computer. 

Further, regarding claims 58 and 59, wherein the captured image is transferred 
live to a remote display, this could be done using Reeves's teaching of uploading data 
via cellular phone service (10:47-50). 

Referring to claims 62 and 64, the system of Reeves and DeLorme et al. 
addressed above is capable calculate and record the time to travel between two 
coordinate locations. 

Claims 4 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reeves (7,121,962) in view of DeLorme et al. (6,321,158) as applied to claims 
1-3, 6-21, and 24-64 above, and further in view of Johnson et al. (6,216,064). 

Reeves and DeLorme et al. teach all limitations of claims 1 and 19 above. 
Reeves and DeLorme et al. do not explicitly teach the step of recording a respective 
elevation of the participant's locations (or means thereto) during the activity using an 
altitude sensor; and including at least one of the recorded elevations associated with the 
participant's locations in the digital image. It is well known in the art that GPS systems 
have many useful capabilities, including a well known function of detecting altitude. 
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Johnson et al. teach that GPS altitude detection is a well-l<nown concept, though it may 
be prone to errors over the short term (8:65-67). By incorporating a sensor, such as the 
sensor mentioned by the applicant, the accuracy can be greatly improved (9:1-2). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate an altitude sensor into the GPS enabled device 
to bring forth accurate altitude detection. Should the device ware to be used in hiking, it 
would have been helpful for the user to know the altitude to track how high they 
claimed, as well as knowing their position. For the usage in golfing activity, altitude 
detection would also be helpful to the player knowing the drop or rise in the depth from 
a current position to position the ball. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh-An D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4440. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

BN 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



